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You may easily imagine [writes someone unknown on January
28] what disorders and transports of passion such an unexpected
message would raise in her who was preparing for the Drawing
Room the next day and had everything in order as to clothes and
dress befitting her rank whilst she appeared before the Queen
to pay her humble duty and respects to Her Majesty.

And he adds:

All imaginable arguments were made use of to bring the King to
this resolution and the victory obtained does fill the hearts of all
virtuous ladies and honest wives with inexpressible joy, because
so solemn an act does generously attest all their matrimonial
privileges and liberties . . . [the Countess] is very well pleased
to live in her great house in the Square [St. James's] where she is
visited by the greatest lords and ladies in town, which makes the
Queen show her dislike of it to such ladies as come to her and visit
the Countess.

On February 17 the Countess of Dorchester set out for Ireland with
an equipage of four coaches and six, and arrived in Dublin on March 2.1
There the Earl of Clarendon was at great pains to avoid reproach by
treating her with the barest courtesy: as Lord Lieutenant he could not
entirely ignore the presence of a person with the rank of a countess.
But Queen Mary was not in a mood to make allowances, and she nursed
an additional grievance against the Hydes. The Countess when she left
London had made no secret of her intention to return in three or four
months, and as early as the first week of April she was reported to be
making arrangements for permanent residence in London by having
her house in St. James's Square sumptuously furnished and by booking
a seat in the newly consecrated St. Anne's Church. She actually left
Dublin on her return journey on August 17. The Queen was naturally
indignant that the only result of all her trouble had been a short respite,
but James assured her that he would never see Catherine again, and this
time he convinced the Queen of his sincerity. But if he held to his re-
solution, it was only for a few months, and Catherine Sedley was not
the only woman admitted to intimacy. In May 1687 Bonrepaus found
that the King's promiscuous amours were known to a number of people
about the Court; he was said to be seeing women in his closet at White-
hall and at St. James's where he went without the Queen. In July

1 She appears at this time to have prepared for a final severance from James
by making her peace with the respectabilities; in Dublin she conspicuously
arrived first at Church.